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W H I T E  W I N E S

Domaine de Bellene Savigny-lès-Beaune Blanc 2015
[92] Wine Spectator 
Lemon cake, apple tart and sweet spice notes highlight this intense, 
sleek white. Complex and balanced, with the opulent texture offset by 
tangy acidity. Terrific length. Drink now through 2022. February 2018 

[89] Wine Enthusiast 
This wine is crisp with great green and citrus fruits. It is structured and  
mineral, with acidity that gives a bright texture. A touch of spice from 
wood aging adds complexity. Drink this wine from 2019. February 2018 

[88] Vinous.com  
Bright, light yellow. Pretty aromas of pear, lemon, fresh herbs and white  
flowers. Supple and easygoing, offering a subtle sweetness but also a 
dusty salinity to its pear and apple flavors. Finishes firm and persistent. 
This is already quite tasty but has the stuffing, balancing acidity and 
structure to give pleasure for at least a few years. September 2017 

[88] Burghound 
Once again there is a mild exoticism present on the ripe aromas of 
pear, apple, toast and citrus wisps. The supple, round and seductive 
medium weight flavors are relatively fine while delivering fine  
persistence on the delicious and relatively dry finale. This is a very 
good Savigny blanc that should drink well young. June 2017 

Domaine de Bellene Meursault “Les Forges” 2015
[90] Wine Enthusiast 
This is a soft wine, smooth and full with apricots and melons. Toasty 
wood flavors are balanced by the ripe fruit, the rich texture and light 
minerality. This opulent wine needs only short aging. Drink from 
2020. February 2018 

Highlights from the Press – Domaine de Bellene 2015
[90] Wine & Spirits 
         — Year’s Best White Burgundies 2017— 
Nicolas Potel produces this wine from half an acre of vines planted 
in 1966. It’s a clean, youthful, lemony Meursault in 2015, refreshing 
in its clarity, charming with its cushioned texture. Darren Dunn of 
NYC’s Craft compared the citrus-rind freshness to “lemon and lime 
squeezed onto a rock.” Lovely as a young wine, to serve with roast sea 
bass over butter beans, it will also age with grace. April 2018 

[87-89] Burghound 
A restrained array consists of petrol, hazelnut and pear nuances. The 
exceptionally rich, round and almost lavish flavors coat the palate on 
the bitter lemon-inflected finish. This too should easily be enjoyable 
on the younger side but the balance is good enough that it should also 
be able to reward a few years of cellaring. June 2017 

[87] Vinous.com 
Pale, bright yellow. Good aromatic lift to the very ripe aromas of 
orange zest and brown spices; plenty of oak showing today. Juicy and 
spicy but with a touch of warmth to its orange and stone fruit flavors.  
September 2017 

Domaine de Bellene Santenay  
“Les Charmes Dessus” 2015

[89] Burghound 
Mild reduction is just sufficient to shave the top notes from the clearly 
ripe white fruit and citrus-scented nose. There is excellent volume, 
minerality and energy to the refreshing and inviting flavors that 
exhibit much better depth and length on the balanced finale. This is a 
lovely Santenay villages and worth checking out. June 2017 
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R E D  W I N E S

Domaine de Bellene Beaune Premier Cru,  
Les Grèves 2015

[94] Wine Enthusiast 
Dense and dry, this is a richly structured wine. Bold tannins are 
equaled by the forward red fruits. Together they have produced a 
dense wine that will need several years aging. The potential is for a 
concentrated wine that will be sumptuous and generous. Drink from 
2023. February 2018 

[90] Burghound 
This too plays right on the edge of perceptible volatile acidity that 
doesn’t really materially detract from the red currant, cherry, earth 
and exuberant floral aromas. The suave, round and beguilingly rich 
big-bodied flavors possess plenty of dry extract that serves to buffer 
the moderately firm tannins on the impressively long and complex 
finish where a hint of warmth eventually emerges. I would again note 
that this is potentially better than my rating would suggest but it’s 
impossible to know whether the VA will become worse with time. 
April 2017 

[87] Decanter 
The Beaune Grèves is a touch more powerful than the Cuvée des 50 
ans, with an expressive bouquet of peony, dark red fruit and rich soil. 
The palate is more large-scaled and firm-framed, with some serious 
grip on the back end. Drinking Window 2023 – 2040. December 2016 

Domaine de Bellene Beaune Premier Cru,  
Cuvée Du Cinquantenaire, Vieilles Vignes 2015

[95] Wine Enthusiast 
This is a blend from five different premier crus in Beaune to celebrate 
50 years of winemaking in Burgundy by the Potel family. Its structure 
is firm, although the wine itself is succulent and juicy, with a good 
balance between the acidity and red fruit flavors. Solid tannins back 
up the dense fruit to give a rich, impressive wine that needs time. 
Drink from 2025. February 2018 

[92] Wine Spectator 
This is rich and immediately gratifying, laced with cherry and spice 
flavors. Firm and dense, suggesting this will improve over the  
medium term. Offers a fine, spicy finish. Best from 2021 through 
2032. February 2018 

[90] Burghound 
Generous wood and menthol aromas stop short of dominating the 
ripe red cherry liqueur, spice and floral scents where a touch of vola-
tile acidity lurks in the background. There is seriously good volume to 
the concentrated and powerful middle weight plus flavors that possess 
terrific richness on the robust, rustic and slightly chewy finish. This 
has everything it needs for a very long life and once again my only 
concern is whether the VA will become more pronounced with age; 
my score offers the benefit of the doubt in this regard. April 2017 

Domaine de Bellene Nuits-Saint-Georges  
Vieilles Vignes 2015

[92] Wine Enthusiast 
The old vines in this densely planted vineyard date back 67 years. This 
wine has great concentration, tannins and juicy red fruits. Its struc-
ture emphasizes the straightforward character of Nuits-St.-Georges, 
so it will take time to mature. Drink from 2023. February 2018 

[89] Burghound 
This is the first wine to display more than a trace of wood on the red 
cherry, plum and distinctly earth-scented nose and while it is by no 
means overwhelming, neither is it subtle. Otherwise there is a lovely 
texture to the sappy and concentrated medium-bodied flavors that 
coat the palate on the lingering, serious and rustic finale. There is 
enough density present that the wood should eventually integrate and 
overall, this is recommended provided that you have the patience to 
cellar it for at least 5 years or more. April 2017 
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Domaine de Bellene Côte de Nuits  
Villages Vieilles Vignes 2015

[89] Wine Enthusiast 
From vines that lie behind the main Côte de Nuits, this rich wine shows  
how even the cooler vineyards have made sumptuous wines in 2015. 
The wine is soft, gently tannic with plenty of red fruits. It is likely to 
develop quickly and will be ready to drink from 2019. February 2018 

[89] Wine Spectator 
A bright, supple red, this reveals cherry, strawberry, earth and spice 
flavors. Firm and toned on the moderately long finish. Drink now 
through 2023. Web Only 2018 

[87] Burghound 
There is a trace of surmaturité to the liqueur-like aromas of blue pinot 
fruit, plum and game. Otherwise the medium weight flavors possess a 
beguiling texture as the dense extract both coats the palate and push-
es the moderately firm tannins to the background on the remarkably 
persistent finish where traces of rusticity and warmth arrive. I like 
the concentration and richness but the nose detracts mildly from the 
overall sense of quality. April 2017 

Domaine de Bellene Savigny-lès-Beaune  
Premier Cru, Les Hauts Jarrons 2015

[93] Wine Enthusiast – Editors’ Choice. – 
The structure in this wine with its tannins gives a core of dryness 
to the otherwise ripe, generous fruit. The wine is tight with acidity, 
smokiness and a firm character that will allow it to age. Juicy acidity 
at the end promises much. Drink from 2021. February 2018

[92] Burghound  
A more deeply pitched and notably ripe yet fresh nose combines notes 
of cassis, plum liqueur and a wide range of pretty floral elements. 
There is fine volume to the mouth coating, velvety and impressively 
complex flavors that possess a highly seductively palate impression, 
all wrapped in a beautifully long finish where the only nit is a hint 
of warmth. This is a lovely if decidedly firm effort and like several of 
the best wines in the range, this will not be a good candidate for early 
consumption. April 2017 

Domaine de Bellene Savigny-Les-Beaune  
Premier Cru, Les Peuillets 2015

[92] Wine Enthusiast 
The 2015 vintage in Savigny-lès-Beaune brings out the smooth rich-
ness of the appellation. In this wine it is enhanced by a core of tannins 
and juicy red-berry acidity, making for a ripe, generous wine that will 
also age well. Drink from 2021. February 2018 

[88] Decanter 
The Peuillets reveals a bouquet of juicy strawberry and wild berries, 
mingling with notes of liquorice and rich soil. On the palate the wine 
is ample, with more fruit enrobing its firm chassis of tannin. Drinking 
Window 2023 – 2040. December 2016 

[89] Burghound 
Here the expressive nose of red cherry, earth and floral hints plays 
right on the edge of perceptible volatile acidity. The rich, velvety and 
relatively powerful medium weight flavors possess fine volume and a 
subtle minerality on the mouth coating finish that flirts with rusticity. 
This is really quite good though I would qualify my rating to note that 
if you’re particularly sensitive to VA, you would probably be better 
served to consider something else. April 2017 
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Domaine de Bellene Savigny-lès-Beaune  
Vieilles Vignes 2015

[91] Wine Enthusiast 
The old vines add their concentration to this ripe wine. It is smooth, 
smoky from wood aging and offers ripe red-berry and black-cherry 
fruits. It already has a delicious juicy character that will be enhanced 
as it ages. Drink this rounded wine from 2020. February 2018 

[89] Wine Spectator 
The core cherry flavor is shaded by leafy, vegetal elements, while the 
firm tannins give this red support. Dense and almost rustic, with fine 
length. Best from 2019 through 2025. Web Only 2018 

[88] Burghound 
A brooding and somber nose consists of ripe plum, pungent earth and 
a hint of the sauvage. The solidly well-concentrated flavors are lush to 
the point of opulence while brimming with dry extract that buffers 
the moderately firm tannic spine on the mildly rustic finale. This 
could be enjoyed young. April 2017 

Domaine de Bellene Vosne Romanée,  
Les Quartiers de Nuits 2015

[94] Wine Enthusiast 
This comes from a small vineyard that lies between Echézeaux Grand 
Cru and Clos de Vougeot Grand Cru. It has the structure of both, 
perhaps without quite the intensity. However, its richness and density 
is very obvious, giving a wine that is solid, dark, ripe and full of  
black-cherry fruits and tannins. Drink this wine from 2024. February 2018

[90] Burghound  
This is also fairly toasty with background menthol nuances on the no-
tably ripe yet fresh aromas of cassis, black cherry and lovely violet and 
spice elements. There is outstanding density to the velvety and pal-
ate-coating flavors that also brim with dry extract on the chewy and 
strikingly persistent finale. This won’t win any awards for refinement; 
indeed it could aptly be described as old school, but if you have the 
discipline to cellar this excellent effort for a decade, it should amply 
repay the time invested. April 2017 

Domaine de Bellene Vosne Romanée,  
Premier Cru, Les Suchots 2015

[95] Wine Enthusiast – Cellar Selection – 
Properly structured and with solid tannins, this is a concentrated 
wine. Its firm texture is balanced by ripe black fruits, dark and intense. 
From a vineyard surrounded by some of Burgundy’s greatest, this 
superb wine needs many years. Drink from 2026. February 2018 

[91] Burghound 
Like the Grèves, there is just enough volatile acidity to warrant 
mentioning on the ultra-spicy nose of various dark berries, plum and 
pretty floral notes. The suave, round and exceptionally rich medium 
weight plus flavors are very Vosne in character before culminating in 
a palate coating, robust and well-balanced finish. This is very clearly 
built-to-age and as I have mentioned in several of the above reviews, 
my only concern revolves around the VA. This is to say that at present 
it’s no more than a nit but it’s impossible to say how it will progress, if 
at all, with time in bottle. As such my score offers the benefit of the 
doubt that the VA will remain a background element. April 2017 


